
CELEBRATING ART, CULTURE AND LITERATURE

ANNUAL REPORT
2020-21



CELEBRATING ART, CULTURE AND LITERATURE

Activities in 2020-21
The past year with the Covid-19 pandemic brought its own challenges. Lockdowns and other 
restrictions notwithstanding, Gyaan Adab continued to conduct programs, albeit virtually, making 
full use of digital technology and platforms such as zoom.

Guldasta-e-Urdu/Hindi organised 13 programs to share and 
appreciate different genres of Urdu literature by poets and 
authors ranging from Faiz Ahmad Faiz and Amir Khusrow to 
Ali Sardar Jafri and Pune's own contemporary poet, Mumtaz 
Peerbhoy. We also took delight in presenting the hilarious 
antics of Imtiaz Ali Taj's famous Chacha Chakkan in ‘Chacha 
Chakkan ke Karnamey’.

Guldasta-e-Urdu/Hindi

Gyaan Adab is a literary & cultural centre based in Pune, India yet connected worldwide.Gyaan 
Adab is dedicated to bringing people together in a celebration of literature and the arts.

Gyaan Adab provides a forum for aspiring artistes, creative minds and individuals having 
distinctive skills or learning in the fields of art, literature, music and culture – to showcase their 
skills, spread knowledge and share experience.

Activities are organised under three broad categories: Literature, Performing Arts and 
Knowledge Sharing. We also reach out into the community to empower marginalised women 
through Gyaan Ruchi, our initiative that spreads learning through skill enhancement programs, 
English classes, group activities, mobile library, counselling and much more.

About Gyaan Adab
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Despite the lockdown that paralysed life through most of 2020-21, The Book Club Pune was the most 
active and regular group in the Gyaan Adab family. 

The Book Club Pune met on most Sundays, to read excerpts and discuss books of varied genres. 
Well-attended by book lovers from across the world, there were almost forty zoom sessions, discussing 
books by authors as diverse as Emily Bronte, Wordsworth, Amitav Ghosh, Aravind Adiga, Barrack Obama, 
Ravi Subramanian, Elif Shafak, Gabriel Garcia Marquez and John Man, besides many others. 

In one session, they read 'Manto and the dhoban', a play written by Satish Khot, a senior member of The 
Book Club Pune. In yet another, they shared and appreciated original compositions by some members 
of The Book Club Pune.

The Book Club Pune
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Gyaan Adab also successfully organised 3 musical 
programs that attracted many participants: ‘The Immortal 
Music of Madan Mohan’, 'Dancing with the Jogis', and 'Ek 
Mehfil Sukoon Bhare Nagmo Ke Naam'. 

Music

Events

‘Kavi Kalam Aur Hum’ was a special event organised in association 
with Neerja Kreations. An extravaganza of poetry, music and dance, 
the program provided memorable entertainment while introducing 
viewers to the inspiring work of different Hindi poets.

Our second event in 2020-21 was ‘Shruthi & 
Laya’, an evening of Carnatic music by 
accomplished artistes from USA. We are 
especially proud of this program as it was 
performed in USA and broadcast across the 
world. It helped us raise awareness and 
substantial funds for our other NGO, 
Nityaasha Foundation.
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Let’s talk: +91 960 717 4747.  
Email: info.gyaanadab@gmail.com

The pandemic made physical interaction impossible in 2020-21 but Gyaan Ruchi stayed very much 
in touch with its participants. Gyaan Ruchi conducted a variety of online workshops, free of cost, 
to build skills and keep the ladies engaged and positive during this difficult time.

The topics covered included:
 Diwali decorations such as lanterns, torans, rangoli
 Artificial flowers and different types of wall hangings
 Decoration for special events such as engagements,
 weddings, naming ceremonies, etc.
 Cookery - to make chocolates, sweets, modaks, healthy laddoos, etc.


